
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Meditation Vierne 

* HYMN 144 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!  Hyfrydol 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 66:1-5): 

 Leader: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 

 People: Sing the glory of God's name; give God glorious praise. 

 Leader: Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds!"  

 People: All the earth worships you; they sing praises to your name. 

 Leader: Come and see what God has done. 

 People: How awesome are the works of God!  

INTROIT Morning Has Broken John Carter  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

RECOGNITION OF COLLEGE GRADUATES      Dorothy VanderWerf 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
May 25, 2014 

Eleven o’clock 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 



  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, when we dare to look at ourselves and our world 
through your eyes, the truth confronts us.  Forgive us when satisfying 
our desires contributes to the growing problems throughout this 
world.  Forgive us when our worship reveals something other than 
the centrality of Jesus Christ.  God of all righteousness, restore our 
sense of justice.  Bless and renew our lives with the Spirit of truth.   
In the name of Jesus we pray.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING  Hymnal No. 594  Festival Canticle 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to 
be people of God. This is the feast….   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 313 Come Down, O Love Divine  Down Ampney 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON John 17:6-12    

ANTHEM If Ye Love Me  Thomas Tallis 

 If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father and he will give you 
 another comforter that he may bide with you forever. Even the Spirit of Truth. 

SECOND LESSON Proverbs 18:10-12 

SERMON                “Tower” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY Sing We Triumphant Hymns Healey Willan 

 Sing we triumphant hymns of praise, 
 New hymns to Heaven exulting raise: 
 Christ, by a road before untrod, 
 Ascendeth to the throne of God. 
 

 O grant us thitherward to tend, 
 And with unwearied hearts ascend 
 Toward Thy kingdom’s throne, where Thou 
 As is our faith, art seated now. 
 

 Be Thou our joy and strong defense, 
 Who art our future recompense: 
 So shall the light that springs from Thee 
 Be ours through all eternity. 
 

 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
 All praise to Thee let earth accord, 
 Who art, while endless ages run, 
 With Father and with Spirit One.             THE VENERABLE BEDE 

* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS Lasst uns erfreuen 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 

154TH ANNIVERSARY OF FPC        Elder Robert Ryder 

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 526 For All the Saints  Sine Nomine 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Toccata  Whitlock  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

Today’s anthems are by Anglican composers separated by several centuries. Thomas 
Tallis (1505-85) is considered one of England’s greatest composers. Together with fellow 
Roman Catholic William Byrd, he held an exclusive patent on composing church music 
for the reformed Anglican Church for 21 years. He composed both Latin and English 
works, but his setting of the English language was notable for its naturalness.  British-born 
Healey Willan (1880-1968) emigrated to Canada in 1913 to be music director at 
Toronto’s largest church, St. Paul’s. Financially secure in the royalties from his many 
publications, he moved to the Anglo-Catholic “high church” parish of St. Mary Magdalene 
in 1921, and remained until his death. Of his 800 compositions, he is best know for his 
organ and choral church music. Percy Whitlock (1903-1946) was equally adept 
playing the organ at his London church as at the local cinema. His compositions reveal 
traces of Gershwin and other contemporary influences. After his death from tuberculosis, 
he was quickly forgotten, but his romantic style has come back into vogue. Louis Vierne 
(1870-1937) the organist of Notre-Dame in Paris was an early proponent of the new 



 

 

recording industry. “Meditation” is from a set of improvisations that he recorded on the 
great organ of Notre-Dame in 1930. Shortly after his death they were transcribed and 
published by his pupil Maurice Duruflé.   
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

John 17:6-12 (NRSV) 
 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from 
you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them. 
 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I  
was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I 
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to 
be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
 
Proverbs 18:10-12 (NRSV) 
10The name of the LORD is a strong tower; 
the righteous run into it and are safe. 
11The wealth of the rich is their strong city; 
in their imagination it is like a high wall. 
12Before destruction one’s heart is haughty, 
but humility goes before honor. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 


